In one sentence: DSA lets Integrated Programme (IP) schools secure
up to a third of their intake through talent-based selection, but
success after enrolment hinges on early academic “bridging”,
disciplined time-management and purposeful use of the extra
support schools provide.

1. What exactly is DSA-Sec, and why IP schools
treat it differently

DSA-Sec in a nutshell The Ministry of Education (MOE) scheme allows Primary
6 pupils to gain confirmed Secondary 1 places before the PSLE, based on talent
in sports, the arts, leadership, research and other areas. IP schools may fill 30
— 35 % of their Year 1 cohort this way, higher than the 20 % cap for non-IP
schools.

2025 application timeline For the 2025 intake the online DSA-Sec Portal
opened 7 May 2025 11 a.m. and closed 3 June 2025 3 p.m. Applicants could
list three school-and-talent combinations in one form; no testimonials or hard-
copy portfolios were needed at this stage.

Eligibility & commitment A successful DSA candidate must still attain a PSLE
score that qualifies them for the Express posting group (or its Full SBB
equivalent) and, once the place is accepted, cannot participate in the
Secondary 1 Posting Exercise or transfer after results release.

2 | School-by-school snapshots (2025 cycle)

Below is a quick reference to the most sought-after IP institutions and the
talent areas they emphasise. Always verify exact requirements on each
school’s site as domains, trials and interview formats change yearly.

Raffles Institution (RI, boys)

o Performing & visual arts (portfolio, theory test, audition)
e Sports (sport-specific trials and interview)
» Leadership & character (group activity + interview)
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Nuance: Music applicants must clear a written theory paper before audition—
uncommon among IP schools.

Raffles Girls' School (RGS, girls)

e Sports, performing arts, leadership, STEM research

o All shortlisted candidates must attend in-person tests on campus; no
online alternative offered.

e Outcomes released 25 Aug — 4 Sep 2025.

Nuance: RGS does not disclose reasons for non-selection—prepare your child
for silence even after a strong audition.

Hwa Chong Institution (HCI, boys Yr 1-4)

» Broad range of sports, aesthetics, Science & Math talent
e Uses the MOE portal window but continues to accept additional portfolio
uploads via its own site after application.

Dunman High School (DHS, co-ed)

« Bilingualism (Chinese / English), sports (e.g. volleyball, basketball),
performing arts and STEM academic domains

o Requires a General Ability Test for some talent areas plus a bilingual
proficiency assessment.

National Junior College (NJC, co-ed)

e Year 11P DSA talent areas include Basketball, Canoeing, Squash, Choir,
Chinese Orchestra, Guitar Ensemble, and more.

o JC-level (Year 5) DSA offers Art Excellence and Science Research
Excellence tracks—signals NJC's emphasis on post-O-Level depth.

Victoria School (VS, boys) / Victoria-Cedar Alliance IP

e Sports (notably hockey, sailing, cross-country), performing arts,
leadership.

» Reminds parents that the application is free of charge—beware private
“DSA agents”.

...and similarly for Nanyang Girls', River Valley, Catholic High, etc. Each IP
school blends its historical strengths with MOE-approved talent domains.



3 | Common misconceptions clarified

3.1 Lower PSLE # Lower potential

Many DSA athletes and performers deliberately eased off on revision to focus
on national competitions or showcase events; their PSLE Achievement Levels
therefore trail IP peers. That gap says more about priorities than ability. Once
CCA season winds down, the same discipline used in sport/arts can turbo-
charge academics.

3.2 Primary-school "gatekeeper"” topics rarely matter later

e P6 Science: animal adaptation—core to PSLE but almost invisible in Sec 1-
2 syllabus. Meanwhile, Chemistry basics (particle theory, experimental
skills) dominate IP Year 1 yet are entirely new to everyone.

o P6 Math: model-drawing heuristics unlock the last 20 PSLE marks but
vanish in favour of formal algebra and geometry proofs from Day 1 of IP
Math.

» English: narrative flair yields PSLE distinction, whereas Secondary English
rewards argumentative clarity and real-world examples.

Implementation example: Use the June-December break to finish a
simple Chem-Bridging workbook (e.g., acids & bases, separation
techniques) and a P6-Sec 1 Algebra transition course. Your child
starts Term 1 having seen every “new" concept once.

3.3 DSA students receive structured backup—but must ask

Schools protect their investment:

o Protected study blocks when CCAs pause two weeks before common
tests.

o Make-up lessons or recorded lectures for students away at competitions.

o Dedicated academic mentors (often ex-DSA seniors) in boarding
programmes at RI, HCI, NJC.

Yet the onus is on the student to request help early; teachers will not chase
absentees indefinitely.
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4 | Actionable roadmap from P5 to Sec 1

Phase Key Moves Concrete Resources
Build evidence of talent (e.g., SportSG Learn-to-Play
P5 T3 — National School Games zonal finals, clinics, SSO Junior
P6 T1 SYF Certificates of Distinction, Ensemble auditions, NYP
research poster fairs). Science & Tech Challenge.
C’raft a concise ‘I—page portfolio: MOE DSA video library,
P6 T2— résumé + 3 best achievements + KiasuParents sample
T3 150-word reflection. Practise 2- . P
. . . portfolios.
minute self-introduction.
DSA Submit via MOE portal; track email

School websites' past-year

window invites; rehearse school-specific trial . .
domain rubrics.

(May-Aug) tasks (e.g., Rl Music theory MCQ).

Shift focus to “fundamental” topics
PSLE aligned with Sec 1: integer
revision  operations, writing algebraic
(Sep-Oct) expressions, scientific-method
vocabulary.

Complete bridging modules, read
one Sec 1 Lit text, attend 4-day IP
induction camp if offered.

Heinemann Science Matters
Bridging (ch. 1-4), Shinglee
New Syllabus Algebra Prep
booklet.

Nov
holiday

Rl / RGS “Ignite” camps,
DHS Bridging e-Modules.

5 | Client insights—translated into daily practice

Insight 1: “The days before PSLE were stress-free because my place
was secure.” What to do: Channel that freed-up bandwidth into
exploratory learning—Blockly or Scratch coding, youth leadership
camps, speed-reading courses. This widens intellectual appetite
before the IP onslaught.

Insight 2: “Over-trained rote-learners struggle later.” What to do:
Encourage process journals instead of answer keys. After each math
practice, write why a method worked; for science practicals,
annotate sources of error.

Insight 3: “CCA seasons collide with mid-years.” What to do: Adopt
a 47-minute pomodoro on training days: 2 blocks before school for
light theory (flashcards), 2 blocks between dismissal and training for
homework/sketch notes, leaving evenings for rest.



6 | Frequently asked questions

1. Can my child apply for more than one talent area in the same school?
Yes—each choice is a school + talent pair. You have three choices total,
so RI-Choir, RI-Badminton and DHS-Bilingualism count as three.

2. What if my child is injured before sports trials? Submit medical evidence;
most schools will assess via past competition videos and coach
testimonials.

3. Is tuition necessary for the General Ability Test (GAT)? No official
syllabus is released, and most IP schools have phased out GAT except
Dunman High's language-rich paper. Focus on puzzle books (e.g., Mind
Your P's & Q's).

4. Will accepting a DSA offer lock my child out of other scholarships? No;
Edusave, MOE SAP scholarships and external CCA awards remain open,
but the child must remain in the committed school.

7 | Key references

Below are direct links to official or authoritative pages readers can consult for
the most up-to-date information:

 MOE DSA-Sec overview: https://www.moe.gov.sg/secondary/dsa

o« MOE DSA-Sec application steps:
https://www.moe.gov.sg/secondary/dsa/application

» Raffles Institution Year 1 DSA: https://www.ri.edu.sg/admissions/year-1-
admissions/year-1-direct-school-admission

o Raffles Girls' School DSA-Sec:
https://www.rgs.edu.sg/admissions/Admission-to-RGS/via-DSA/

» Hwa Chong Institution admission route: https://hci.edu.sg/high-
school/admission-route/

e Dunman High School admissions page:
https://dunmanhigh.moe.edu.sg/admissions/

e National Junior College IP DSA:
https://www.nationaljc.moe.edu.sg/admissions/ip-dsa/

e Victoria School DSA Year 1: https://victoria.moe.edu.sg/prospective-
students/admission-to-VS/direct-school-admissions-to-sec-1-year-1/
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» Nanyang Girls' High School DSA announcement:
https://www.nygh.edu.sg/

o Catholic High School DSA-Sec:
https://catholichigh.moe.edu.sg/prospective-students/Sec-
Admission/direct-school-admission/

Last updated: 9 June 2025.
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